
Churches Grow When Members Work
LESSON FIVE - THE BOND OF PEACE

TEXT:  Ephesians 4:1-4
INTRODUCTION:
A.      Eph. 4 IS A CHAPTER ON UNITY.
          1.       vs. 1-16 Paul deals with unity on 3 levels:  Personal, doctrinal, and
                   functional or practical.
          2.       All three areas important to the survival of congregations.
B.      WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT PERSONAL UNITY AND PRACTICE IT.
I.      UNITY IS EXPECTED OF US.
A.      JESUS PRAYED FOR IT( John 17:20-21 ).
B.      PAUL DEMANDED IT( 1 Cor. 1:10 ).
C.      MORE THAN JUST DOCTRINAL SAMENESS,  IT DESCRIBES OUR RELATIONSHIP TO ONE ANOTHER.
          1.       1 Cor. 1:10.  no division!
          2.       Division is a result of a carnal mind( 1 Cor. 3:1-3 ).
II.     WE ARE CALLED TO UNITY( Eph. 4:1 ).
A.      WE ARE TO WALK WORTHILY OF THE CALLING.
          1.       Walk involves our manner of life or conduct. Used through the Bible.
          2.       By what are we called that we might walk worthily?( 2 Thes. 2:14 ).
B.      WALKING WORTHILY MEANS WALKING TOGETHER( Col. 3:15 ).
III.    THE KEY TO MAINTAINING PERSONAL UNITY IS LOVE( vs. 2 ).
A.      LOVE IS THE COMMAND OF JESUS( John 13:34-35 ).
B.      WE MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER FOR GOD TO ACCEPT OUR LOVE
          ( 1 John 4:20-21 ).
C.      IT ISN'T ENOUGH TO BOAST ABOUT OUR LOVE( 1 John 3:16-18 ).
D.      AS MUCH A PART OF OBEDIENCE AS ANYTHING ELSE( 1 Pet. 1:22 ).
IV.   HOW WILL LOVE MANIFEST ITSELF? ( vs. 2 ).
A.      "LOWLINESS" - HAVING A HUMBLE OPINION OF ONESELF;  A DEEP         SENSE OF ONE'S LITTLENESS, MODESTY,
LOWLINESS OF MIND. - Thayer
          1.       Humility is necessary( Mat. 18:1-4;  1 Pet. 5:5-6 ).
          2.       Comes with seeing oneself as he really is.
                   a.       with regard to others( Rom. 12:3 ).
                   b.       with regard to sin( Luke 18:13 ).
                   c.       with regard to God( Psalm 144:3-4 ).
          3.       Contrasted with Pride and Faction( Phil. 2:3 ).
          4.       It  will effect our conduct with one another.
                   a.       We will be concerned( Phil. 2:3-4 ).
                   b.       We will not "show-off"( Mat. 6:1;  23:5-7 ).
                   c.       We will not be overbearing;  asserting our own will ( Mat. 20:26 ).
                   d.       We will not try to "run things"( 3 John 9-12 ).
          5.       We will not merely boast of our humility.
B.      "MEEKNESS" - prautesprautes, - "POWER RESTRAINED, GENTLE."
          1.       Gentle giants.
          2.       Jesus is the supreme example
                   ( Mat. 26:51-54;  Luke 23:34;  1 Pet. 2:21-23;  3:8-9 ).
C.      "LONGSUFFERING,"  FORBEARANCE, LONG TEMPER, DOESN'T HASTILY STRIKE BACK TO PUNISH, OPPOSITE OF
ANGER, ASSOCIATED WITH MERCY..., PATIENT, ABILITY TO SUFFER LONG..., BEARING INSULTS, INJURIES, IGNORANCE A
LONG TIME.
          1.       1 Pet. 3:20;  2 Pet. 3:9;  1 Tim. 1:16;  2 Tim. 4:2.  Are we as longsuffering as God?
          2.       Forbearing one another in LOVE.
D.      ONCE AGAIN, LOVE IS THE KEY( 1 Cor. 13:1-8 ).
V.    NOT EASY - MUST STRIVE.  GIVE DILIGENCE( vs. 3 ).
A.      DOES NOT INVOLVE COMPROMISE OF TRUTH( Prov. 23:23 ).
B.      DOES NOT ALLOW FOR IGNORING SIN( 1 Cor. 5:6-7 ).
C.      DOES  DEMAND GENTLENESS IN THE MOST TRYING SITUATION
          ( Gal. 6:1 ).
D.      DOES INVOLVE TAKING CARE OF OUR OWN SIN FIRST( Gal. 6:1 ).
CONCLUSION:
A.      ARE WE ALL WE CAN BE?
B.      DO WE NEED TO MAKE CHANGES?
C.      IS THERE DIVISION IN THE BODY?
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